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INVITATION FOR TOURIST GUIDES TO EXPRESS INTEREST IN CONDUCTING 
JOHANNEBURG INNER CITY TOURS

1 INTRODUCTION 

The Johannesburg Development Agency JDA was established in order to facilitate area-
based economic development in the City of Johannesburg. The JDA has successfully 
undertaken capital-based projects throughout the City since 2001. The JDA coordinates 
and manages capital investment and other programmes involving both public and private 
sector stakeholders. It is the response to Inner City regeneration from the private sector 
that the JDA recognize and honour.    

2 BACKGROUND

The (JDA) is looking to train tourist guides to conduct Inner City tours. The JDA 
commissioned the development of five Inner City tour routes that showcase the heritage, 
public art and the regeneration that has taken place within the Inner City Johannesburg.  

The tour routes were developed with the aim of offering more product within the tourism 
sector during the 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup and beyond. 

It was identified that there are no tours on in the market that focus on the heritage of the 
Inner City of Johannesburg. 

The JDA has produced tour manuals which detail the five tour routes that we developed. 
The manuals will be provided to tourist guides at no cost. Tourist guides will receive 
training on the manuals and on how to conduct the tours. The training will also be 
provided at no cost. 

Upon completion of the training tourist guides will be provided with a certificate of 
competence. Tourist guides will only conduct Inner City tours through a booking 
from JDA accredited tour operator(s).    

2.1 THE FIVE (5)TOUR  ROUTES ARE:

2.1.1 Mining, Financial District & Government Precinct

This tour starts at the Nelson Mandela Bridge and continues through Gandhi Square to 
the “Top of the Carlton”. It incorporates the historic mining/financial district as well as 



new residential developments such as Mapungubwe, Dogon and Ashanti Hotels and 
Apartments, the Main Street Mall in which the mining heritage of the city is well 
celebrated and the history of the city’s relationship to the finding of gold clearly 
documented for tourists and residents to explore further if they wish.

2.1.2 Johannesburg Inner City Urban Renewal

This looks at new developments, refurbishments, upgrading and preservation of 
commercial, institutional and residential buildings and public environment.  The 
residential component highlights changes to buildings in various income groups, ranging 
from low through middle and high income sectors. Many of these changes provide new 
mixed use developments. There are also futuristic plans like the Park Station 
Interchange and the Gauteng Provincial Government Precinct.  

2.1.3 Newtown Arts & Cultural Tour

The tour explores Public Art, Urban Renewal and Heritage in the historic Newtown 
Precinct established at the turn of the 20th century. The tour starts at the Nelson Mandela 
Bridge and ends at Zurich Insurance Building on the south western edge of the Inner 
City.  It covers Newtown, Diagonal Street, Turbine Square, Sci Bono, the SAB World of 
Beer, the Workers’ Museum and Moving Into Dance.  The focus is history, urban renewal 
arts and culture.

2.1.4  Sporting Precinct

The tour focuses on the Eastern section of the Inner City and includes the precinct 
around the Coca Cola stadium, which has been redeveloped for the 2010 FIFA World 
Cup.  The precinct also includes various sporting facilities like the Maurice Freeman 
Cricket Oval, the Standard Bank Arena and tennis courts and the historic residential 
areas.  As well as the public art that has been commissioned over the past few years.

2.1.5 Art & Eat

The Johannesburg CBD boasts the strongest collection of public art in South Africa.  
There are also a number of eateries that are both traditional or have emerged over the 
past half decade.  The development of this tour route makes it possible for visitors to 
explore public artworks and local cuisine in four quadrants of the Inner City or a 
combination of multiple quadrants or all.   The tours highlight City favourites such as 
Darkie Café, Arts on Main, Nerina Trojon, The Pink Flamingo at the Troyeville Hotel, and 
Gramedoella’s  to name a few.

3  QUALIFYING CRITERIA

The following re to be submitted together with your letter of interest:

 GTA accreditation and proof of renewal 
 GP number
 Certified copy of updated membership card 



Qualifying Tourist Guides will be required to attend a compulsory training session on 
the five Inner City routes. Below is the training schedule. Tourist guides to indicate in 
their letter of interest which session they will attend 

TRAINING 
SESSION 

TRAINING 
SEGMENT 

DATES DURATION

THEORY 29 & 30 APRIL 
2010

1.5 daysSESSION 1

PRACTICAL 4 MAY 2010 1 day

THEORY 20 - 21 MAY 2010 1.5 days SESSION 2

PRACTICAL 26 MAY 2010 1 day
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